[Neonatal screening for metabolic diseases--a task without priority in the Norwegian health policy?].
The Norwegian national screening programme for early diagnosis of phenylketonuria and congenital hypothyroidism was established in 1978-79. The organization and implementation of the programme is based on a marginal cost policy profile and has kept almost the same structure throughout the period of national neonatal screening. We focus on practical measures aimed at increasing the quality of the programme, and suggest a health political reconsideration of public preference and financial support for neonatal screening in Norway.